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Preprint 

Gijsbert van den Brink, Almighty God: A Study of the Doctrine of Divine Omnipotence 

[Studies in Philosophical Theology 7] Kampen, Kok Pharos, 1993; xii + 316 pp., ISBN 90 

390 0024 7. 

This study provides a thorough-going analysis of the doctrine of divine omnipotence 

(DDO). In the first, methodological chapter, the author discusses the epistemology of 

religious belief and the nature of doctrine. He rejects all forms of foundationalism and 

argues for a holist account of religious belief, according to which the proposition "God 

exists" cannot be disentangled from the whole network of religious practices, beliefs and 

experiences within which it functions. Within this context, however, it can be rationally 

defended. Modifying Lindbeck's view of doctrines as grammatical rules for structuring 

religious language, dr. van den Brink argues for a multi-functional view of doctrine. He 

proposes three criteria for systematic theology: (1) concordance with the Bible and the 

tradition, (2) comprehensive conceptual coherence and (3) adequacy to the demands of 

life. In the second chapter, Van den Brink traces the roots of the DDO in patristic theology, 

its elaboration in scholastic thought and its intended consummation in early modern 

philosophy (Descartes). In chapter 3, Van den Brink joins the contemporary philosophical 

debate concerning the proper conceptual analysis of "omnipotence," and contrasts the 

biblical view of almightiness with the philosophical view of omnipotence. According to Van 

den Brink, philosophy deduces the omnipotence of God from the concept of God, whereas 

the Bible concludes that God is almighty from His mighty acts in salvation history. In the 

Bible, almightiness is not an essential attribute of God: God is able to limit His power. Van 

den Brink argues that the philosophical problems of omnipotence, including the "paradox 

of omnipotence," can only be solved by developing the biblical version of the doctrine. In a 

final chapter, he contributes to this task by discussing both the apparent conflict between 

divine almightiness and human freedom (contra-causal freedom is compatible with 

almightiness, not with omnidetermination) and the problem of evil (Van den Brink 

endorses a form of free will-defence that highlights the trinitarian character of Gods 

agency and power). By this strongly argumentative study, Van den brink certainly makes a 

welcome contribution to the international scholarly discussion of the divine attributes. 

Marcel Sarot 
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