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Preprint 

Keith Ward, Religion and Revelation: A Theology of Revelation in the World's Religions, 
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1994; 350 pp., pb £13.95, ISBN 0-19-826375-9. 

In this major new study, Keith Ward attempts at a synthesis between confessional 
theology (`the exploration of a given revelation by one who wholly accepts that 
revelation') and comparative theology (an inquiry `into ideas of the ultimate value and 
goal of human life, as they have been perceived and expressed in a variety of religious 
traditions') (40), in that he tries to contribute to comparative theology from a particular 
religious – in his case Anglican – point of view, and simultaneously tries to articulate this 
point of view in a global context. The non-Christian religions he takes into account are: 
primal religions, Judaism, Vedanta, Buddhism and Islam. Ward shows to what extent and 
in which ways revelation plays a role in these religions, and he compares some of their 
main `doctrines' with Christian doctrines, always drawing attention to deeper agreements 
below surface disagreements. Christian revelation is described as `God's self-disclosure, 
guiding the apostles to discern the divine nature and purpose as definitively manifested in 
Jesus, in a personally transforming encounter' (232). Scripture is not identical with this 
self-disclosure but rather refers to it, and `the point of revelation is ... not to give 
theoretical certainty about some rather improbable facts, but ... to orient human lives to 
their supernatural destiny, to eternal happiness in God' (274). In response to the plurality 
of revelations, Ward argues that it is highly unlikely that all religions are equally true 
(310). Nevertheless, he claims that it is plausible that all faiths `offer different paths to a 
common goal, conceived in ... different ways' (338). Finally, he tries to show that the 
contents of revelation can and should be interpreted in such a way that they are 
compatible with the natural sciences. An example of clear, balanced reflection and a 
product of mature scholarship, this book deserves to be read by all who engage in 
systematic reflection on the nature of revelation. 

Marcel Sarot 

[331 woorden, incl. titelbeschrijving] 
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