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Preprint 

David A. Pailin, Probing the Foundations, A Study in Theistic Reconstruction, (Studies in 
Philosophical Theology), Kampen, Kok Pharos, ISBN 90-390-0205-3, 1994, 16 x 24, x + 
243 pp., price not indicated. 

The influence of process theology in Europe is restricted to some individuals. David Pailin, 
professor of philosophy of religion in the University of Manchester, is one of the most 
important of these. In Probing the Foundations he has brought together 14 of the essays 
he wrote during the last 25 years. Seven of these had been published previously, and 
some of them have been heavily revised. The rationale behind the collection is the idea 
that the basic problems which today confront Christian theology are so big and complex, 
that it has become impossible to undertake major works of theological (re)construction. 
Theologians should rather engage in preliminary work on fundamental issues, thus 
`probing the foundations.' To this task, Pailin's collection of essays makes a highly 
readable, at times even entertaining, and intellectually provocative contribution. Early on 
(Ch.3), Pailin argues that the ultimate criterion for theology is reason. When scripture and 
reason contradict each other, reason has the final word (Ch.4). Scripture and tradition are 
to be used as `sources of insight ... rather like the way in which a producer of King Lear 
may use Shakespeare's text' (43). Subsequently, Pailin provides a general introduction to 
Hartshornian process theology (Ch.5) and discusses the application of Hartshorne's dipolar 
concept of God to the notion of God as ultimate, perfect and personal (Ch.6). In the next 
three chapters, Pailin addresses the relation between God and the world: God and time 
(Ch.7), panentheism (Ch.8) and the problem of evil (Ch.9). In Chapters 10 and 11, Pailin 
discusses the relationship between faith and history, and argues that it is mistaken to hold 
that faith in God rests on events that happened in the past. In Ch.12, Pailin argues against 
those understandings of atonement according to which `something has to be done if an 
offended God is to be able to be "at one" with human beings' (187). In Ch.13 he discusses 
the question whether and how theism can affirm the significance of human actions, and in 
the final chapter he addresses the justification of theism. Unfortunately, this fine collection 
of separate essays is presented as a monograph (cf. the subtitle), which it is not. It is not 
quite clear to me why publishers and editors tend to urge authors to rewrite collections of 
separate essays so that they can be presented as a coherent monograph. The only really 
good justification for bringing `kleine Schriften' together is that they are of excellent 
quality; Pailin's essays are, and therefore they need no further excuse. 

Marcel Sarot 
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