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Preprint 

George Melhuish, Death and the Double Nature of Nothingness, London, Duckworth, ISBN 
0-7156-2632-9, 1995, 15 x 22, 160 p., £ 35,- 

This book is a posthumous work of George William Seymour Melhuish, on which he was 
working at the time of his death in 1985. The blurb claims that M. was both a painter and 
a philosopher, though as a philosopher he remained a `maverick'. The manuscript that has 
now been published in an expensive hardcover edition, apparently was not intended to be 
the final version of the book. This can be seen from the fact that two appendices are 
included, which contain addenda for chapters 1-3 and 4-5 respectively, without any 
indication of where they were to fit into the text. One would have expected the book to be 
introduced by an editor, explaining the conditions in which the manuscript was left behind, 
the editorial process it went through, and the plans of the author for the parts which he 
was unable to write, but one looks in vain for anything of the kind. Not even the name of 
an editor is given. The book itself makes for very difficult reading; I must confess that I fail 
to grasp the logic of its argumentation. This may be explained by the fact that M. here 
applies the `paradoxically energetic logic' which, according to the blurb, he developed in 
his previous two books. Since these are very difficult to obtain, this book can hardly do 
without an introduction into M.'s method; but again, this is not provided. If I have 
understood M. well, his book is an attempt to base a case for experiential immortality on 
the `never absent paradoxically energetic substratum at a logical level' (75). The specific 
form of immortality he argues for, does not involve any continuity of memories (125-126). 
I am afraid that in its present form this book is very demanding, and that the conclusions 
at which M. arrives are neither sufficiently plausible nor sufficiently attractive to make the 
attempt to understand it rewarding. 

Marcel Sarot 
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