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Preprint 

Clément, Fabrice; Kaufmann, Laurence, Le Monde selon John Searle, (Humanités), Paris, 
Cerf, ISBN 2-2-4-07854-9, 2005, 14 x 22, 111 p., € 19,-  

This book provides a concise and clear introduction to the philosophy of the American 
philosopher John Searle (*1932). In the 1950s Searle studied with J.L. Austin in Oxford, 
and his first book, Speech Acts (1969) is a development of Austin’s speech act theory. The 
taxonomy of illocutionary forces that Searle proposed in this book (assertive / directive / 
commissive / expressive / declarative) has become the standard (though personally I 
prefer Brümmer’s taxonomy as proposed in Theology and Philosophical Inquiry). Of each of 
these illocutions Searle tries to specify the conditions of satisfaction, that is to say the 
conditions that should be satisfied for a speech act to succeed (Ch. 1). If I say there’s a 
frog outside my office window, one of the conditions of satisfaction is that there indeed is a 
frog outside my office window. This renders assertions structurally similar to intentional 
states of mind (like perception and action), and it is to intentionality that Searle turned 
after completing his book on speech acts. In his 1983 book Intentionality, Searle analyses 
intentional states as psychological states having representative content; these 
psychological states are caused by, but irreducible to, neurophysiological processes in the 
brain (Ch. 2). This preoccupation with intentional states also determines his 1995 book 
The Construction of Social Reality, in which Searle explains institutions as created by 
‘collective intentionality,’ the combined intentionality of a number of individuals (Ch. 3). 
Free will is essential to Searle’s ‘methodological individualism’ (57), and therefore he 
defends in his 2001 book Rationality in Action that psychological antecedents like wishes 
and social obligations do not suffice to explain the actual decision making. In a process of 
rational deliberation the self bridges the gap between its motivating desires and the 
decision it takes (Ch. 4). After thus outlining Searle’s philosophy, the authors criticize 
Searle for becoming more and more neoliberalist, for giving pride of place to the sovereign 
subject (Ch. 5) and forgetting the other (Conclusion).  
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