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Preprint 

The Analytic Theist: An Alvin Plantinga Reader, James F. Sennett (ed.), Eerdmans 1998, 

pp. xviii + 369, $30.00. 

Alvin Plantinga’s style of philosophizing is sometimes characterized by a term coined 

especially for it: ‘to alvinize,’ i.e. to stimulate protracted discussion by making a bizarre 

claim. Plantinga’s main achievements have been in the field of religious epistemology; his 

principal thesis is that (orthodox, Calvinist) Christianity is eminently rational. He has 

maintained this claim with remarkable steadfastness, not to say stubbornness, and 

defended it with notable philosophical rigor. Confronted with the fact that philosophical 

orthodoxy in the field of epistemology did not allow him to defend his claims, he has not 

abandoned them, but criticized the dominant views and embarked on a project of revising 

epistemology. This now almost completed project on warrant stands as a landmark in 

Christian philosophy, and will continue to engender debate during many years to come. 

In this volume, James F. Sennett has collected 13 of Plantinga’s writings; it also contains 

an introduction by Sennett himself, an Afterword by Plantinga and a Bibliography of 

Plantinga’s publications. Sennett has tried to make a representative selection, intended for 

a scholarly audience, but not for an audience of professional philosophers. Theologians, 

biblical scholars and social scientists should also find much of interest in the writings that 

are reprinted here, and thus Plantinga’s most technical work is not included. The volume is 

divided into four sections: I. Natural theology and atheology, II. Reformed epistemology, 

III. Divine nature and attributes, and IV. Christian philosophy. The work collected here is 

of the highest quality, and introduces the reader to Plantinga’s main claims and 

arguments. Plantinga’s witty Afterword helps the reader to identify the scarlet line running 

through his work. This volume could be called The Essential Plantinga, and much can be 

learned from it. 

Nevertheless, it has disappointed me. Those with a serious interest in the philosophy of 

religion, who possess Plantinga’s main works and take Faith and Philosophy, have very 

little to gain from it. Two chapters come from God, Freedom and Evil, one from God and 

Other Minds, one from Warrant and Proper Function, one from Does God have a Nature?, 

and three from the journal Faith and Philosophy. Moreover, a long article (60 pages) 

comes from Plantinga & Wolterstorff’s Faith and Rationality, and several of the included 

articles have been reprinted before in easily accessible textbooks. High quality indices 

might have given an additional value to the volume, but one seeks for them in vain. The 

bibliography numbers the entries consecutively, starting with the forthcoming publications 

(numbered 1-4), and ending with the oldest publications (numbered 127-128). In this 

system, it is impossible to deal elegantly with future publications. Moreover, it is not very 

accurate; e.g., it omits ‘A Defense of Religious Exclusivism,’ one of the articles included in 

the volume. 

Summarizing: Those who have no previous knowledge of Plantinga’s work may find this a 

useful collection. Specialists will be impressed by Plantinga’s achievements, but not by this 

edited volume, because it has little new to offer them. 

Marcel Sarot 
University of Utrecht
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