
  

 

 

Tilburg University

Review of the book Augustine and his critics

Sarot, M.

Published in:
Reviews in Religion and Theology

Publication date:
2000

Link to publication in Tilburg University Research Portal

Citation for published version (APA):
Sarot, M. (2000). Review of the book Augustine and his critics: Essays in honour of Gerald Bonner, R.J. Dodaro,
G.P. Lawless, 2000, 0415200628. Reviews in Religion and Theology, 7(4), 446-447.

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Download date: 24. May. 2023

https://research.tilburguniversity.edu/en/publications/b94676f4-9740-462d-a817-64742a397f12


 

Preprint 

Augustine and His Critics: Essays in Honour of Gerald Bonner, edited by Robert 

Dodaro & George Lawless, Routledge 2000 (ISBN 0–415–20062–8), pp. xiii + 270, hc 

£55.00 

This is a liber amicorum for Gerald Bonner (*1926), Lecturer and subsequenty Reader in 

Church History at the University of Durham from 1964 to 1989. The book is appropriately 

devoted to Bonner’s main research interest, Augustine of Hippo. Daniel W. Hardy, the 

former Van Mildert Professor of Divinity at the University of Durham, sketches Bonner’s life 

(5–10) and provides his bibliography (11–17). Hubertus R. Drobner contributes a useful 

literature survey of the study of Augustine in the last decade. Robert Crouse, Lewis Ayres 

and John Milbank deal with Augustine’s Platonism; Crouse tackles the subject in general, 

Ayres in connection with Augustine’s doctrine of the Trinity and Milbank (in an essay 

previously published in Modern Theology) in connection with his doctrine of the soul. 

Rowan Williams defends Augustine’s view of evil against criticisms by John Hick and 

Kathleen M. Sands, James Wetzel discusses Augustine’s doctrines of free will and 

predestination, and George Lawless his doctrine of grace. Augustine’s views on women and 

sexuality are discussed by E. Ann Matter and Mathijs Lamberigts respectively. Robert 

Markus takes Augustine’s use of the phrase tempora christiana as a starting point for a 

discussion of his views on the history of Christianity, Carol Harrison finds in Augustine’s 

oeuvre an emergent, distinctly Christian aesthetic and Robert Dodaro assesses the value of 

recent criticisms of Augustine’s political thought. This Festschrift, addressed to an audience 

of specialists in the history of the early church and especially in Augustine, exhibits more 

unity of subject matter than most such volumes, and makes an important contribution to 

Augustinian studies. Since all contributions are exceptionally well documented, it is 

especially useful as a guide to recent literature on the topics mentioned. Unfortunately, the 

index is not very reliable; it both omits names that should have been included (e.g., E.P. 

Meijering and C. Müller, mentioned on p. 32), and sometimes refers to the wrong pages 

(e.g., G. Madec, mentioned on p. 196, not 195). In the review copy that I received, the 

pages 193-196 were damaged, probably as a result of a binding error.  
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Utrecht University 
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