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Component skills in reading 

The component skills in reading comprehension can be summarized in four levels, going 
from simple to complex, reflecting the ability to deal with increasingly difficult texts and 
penetrating into them more and more deeply.  
 
Level 1: Recognizing and understanding information given literally in the text  

- The ability to indicate the core content of each sentence in the text. 
- The ability to apply strategies to find out word meanings.  

 
Level 2: Deriving information immediately following from the text 

- The ability to indicate the meaning relations between neighboring sentences 
in a paragraph. 

- The ability to apply strategies to cursorily explore the structure and content of 
paragraphs.    

 
Level 3: Integrating information supplied in multiple places in the text 

- The ability to indicate expectations with regard to what follows in the text and 
to relate this to what preceded. 

- The ability to apply strategies to establish the main idea of the text as a whole. 
 

Level 4: Evaluating information in the text in relation to one’s knowledge of the world 
- The ability to place the content of a text in a wider perspective by relating it to 

one’s own experience and one’s own knowledge of the world. 
- The ability to apply strategies to determine the perspective and the intention of 

the author.  
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